
University challenge

Hopefully you're aver the UCAS jitters
and clearing panICs by now. Ifyou've
secured your place at university, your

hard work has paid off - you can now prepare
yourself for th wanton hedonism associated
With full-time hIgher education. And the
occasional essay, or seminar or something.

Taking your own computer to college is
increasingly Important, particularly ifyou're
gomg to be studymg design or computmg,
ObviOUSly. These days though, a computer
will be a massive help whatever you study
- tutors will use email constantly, and even
post lecture notes online.

Unless you fancy queumg up to use a library
(invariably Windows) computer whenever
you want to wnte an essay or send an email
(or check MySpace, or IM your mates), you'll

probably want your own computer. And ifyou
choose a shiny new Mac. your hall room Will
instantly become a place of interest for your
new peers.

Since no one going to college is gomg to
have an extravagant budget, our partICular
university challenge has been to show you
what you can do as cheaply as possible. Over
the next few pages, we're gomg to show you
the must-haves - as well as some nice-to­
haves - for university life, from a Mac to iPod
speakers, and software you might need for your
course. We'll also look at some of the internet
services available that can h Ip you organise
your new working life more effectively - as well
as Facebook, which should also help With your
social life. And we've been watching the pounds
so you don't have to.
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Which Mac?
It's going to be the centre of your working world,
so make sure it does what you need it to do

PicklOg the right Mac is usually down to finding
what gives you th power you need with the
budget you've got - and the sp ce you'll have
It's all very well deciding you need a Mac Pro
with a 3010 monitor, but what ifyour po ey
accommodation won't even fit the bo s in
through the door?

For most people, a MacBook is going to
be the best bet, They're small yet powerful,
have a MagSafe power adaptor that will
sav them from plummeting to their doom
during multiple parties, have WiFi as well
as Ethernet for connecting them up to
university networks and come 10 at less

than £900, depending on how much you
add to the base specifications.

The best news is that Apple does offer
a student discount as long as you are at
one of Apple's affiliated UK higher education
institutions. It works out at about a 6 per cent
saving across the range, and you'll also get a
free three-year parts and labour warranty on
your new Mac.

You can call 0800 039 1010 to order Of
visit the Apple Store fOf Education website
- but you will need to be on your uOlver Ity's
network in order to make purchases..........

Choose your Mac
--=::::===----'---==========::;::::=:::::==::::::::::=:==:!!!:~~~~----:

•••

MacBook Pro
Th MacBoo Pro is a I p up
from the M cBook. It's gOI more
memory. I better processor.
laster Su rDnve, nd a better
graphics card. Th scr n is b' g r
too, coming in 15- nd 17·mch

rsions Il's Iso a lot more
expensrve, wllh pnces
rangmg from £l,l949B for
Ihe enlry level mod I, and gomg up to
£1,655.58 for the 17-mch version
MacBook Pro, 15-mch, 2 2GHz - £1,194 98
MacBook Pro. 15-mch. 2.4GHz - £1,47110
M cBoo Pro, 17-lnch, 2.4GHz - £1,655.58

Mac Pro
Th Mac Pro IS the
lOp end of Apple's
computer ollenng It IS
I WOIt.ho featUring
two du I-core processors
- Of In the ca of the
top 01 the ran - two
quad-core processors,
n Imazm 8 cores

You'l need big pocke

tho h mce a Mac Pro pnces It I £1.388 85,
nd Ihat's I bare-bones mod Iwllhoull monnor

It's ma Iy cu oml ble when you order, so
I e pnce WIll d pend on whal you want. Be on
th mut for second-hand barg 10 - prevwus
g n rallon Macs aren'lloo shabby and come In
I 101 ch aper,

Allpnces stwwn are only a ilabl, from tha App StOll for Education
The discounts are onlr a Il4ble to students aged 18andom With
, valid student CIIrrt 6ttendmg. or~pted mto, a UK eduClltlOfl
e tablisllment

•

••

••

•••••••••
••

•• •••••••••

I you need.

•••• ••• •• • ••••••

••••••••••••••••••••••

iMac
Apple's IMac his been u ed WIth I n
loo and n petS th month Th re
four conI uraIJons The enlly-Ievel £750
20 Inch model IS I pnce. but ItS

graphiCS card 1Sll'l as good IS Ih next
mod t up The lop-of·the-ran e IM
011 rs 28GHz processors, 2GB RAM,
and 1500GB hard dnve.
IM c, 20·mch. 2GHz- £75083
iM 20-inch. 2.4GHz- £89183
IM c. 24·mch. 2.4GHz - £1,07983
Mac, 24·mch, 28GHz- £1,371 23

Mac mini
I1 nd money IS limited n con ider
a Mac mml Its My SIZe (16 5cm squ re by
5cm la llnd bargalO priang IS II a n from
Appl 's 0 r desktop comput rs But beware, II
doesn'l come With I screen, keyboard, mou Of

, so I1 you don't h Iho I dy th ts an extrcI

Investm nl There are two models, th ch per £374 83 Mac
mini can'I bum DVD and ha a smal r hard drive thou h,
M c mmi, 183GHz- £374.83
Mac mini, 2GHz - £46883
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University challenge

--Remember the
Milk
Time flies when you're

at unl and before you

know it, essays are due,

projects need to be

handed in and exams

are just round the

corner. Ifyou're going

to avoid the deluge, you

need to plan carefully.

One of the habits of

"highly effective people" is the To Do
list and frankly, there's nothing quite as

motivating as ticking off items on the

list. Remember the Milk is the ultimate

online To Do list. It integrates With Google

Calendar, will email, instant message or

text you reminders, and let's you update it

from almost anywhere in almost any way

you choose.

Organise
your life

Goog Calendar
iCal is your Mac's built·

in calendar program,

but to get the most out

of it you'll need a .Mac

subscription, whICh costs

£70 per year. So why not

give Google calendar

a g07 It's as powerful

as lCal, giving you

multiple calendars for

your different activities,

and works online so is available wherever

you have internet access. It also lets you

coordinate your activities With other

people's, letting you publish your calendar

and subscribe to others, making it perfect

for organising club events, even if you have

to deal with poor unfortunates who don't

have a Mac.
_ .......llIII*

Facebook
It started life on a

university campus, so

it's only fitting that every

student these days has

a Facebook 'presence'.

Easily the most elegant

social'networking site,

Facebook lets you keep

in touch With your

fflends online, share photos, jOin groups,

let everyone know what you're up to, and

catch up with people you lost touch with

because you didn't really like them that

much. Ifyou become a Facebook addict,

you can receive updates of your friends'

actIvities via RSS feed or SMS. too.-

..- ..

iUfe '08
Buy a Mac and you'll get ilrfe with it for fr

llife lets you manage your photos, make

musIC create mOVIes, build web pages and

burn DVDs, all with the minimum of effort.

Want everyone at home to know what you've

been up to? Creilte a blog. send them a DVD,

put iI IYlOVIe online, or creilte iI photocilst they

ciln subscnbe to. llife IS i1lso greilt for your

work lifr, since you an create audIO-visual

presentiltions tor your projects. And If u're

on a film·maklng course, well you've Just got

almost all you need-....

0pen0ffi0e
Microsoft Office sn't cheap_ Even the Student and Teacher Edition costs

[84 or SO on Amazon. But you're going to n d a decent word processor

and miiybe some presentation software, so why not try an alternative,

OpenOffice, which IS almost as good as Microsoft Office, but has a

much lower price tilg and does some things even Microsoft's best can't.

It doesn't look as good as Office, but OpenOffice, available to

download from _ can open and save files in Office format

as well as its own, comes with database and draWing applications, and

won't cost you any ofyour student loan.-

Free software
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Get your kit on Here's the stuff
we reccommend ...

lonal

r ph rs

Editing tool

In OUI III

editing WI h I
CUI Expr HO

Film & photography students

Final Cut Expre HO
(Apple)
Final Cut Studio (£849) is a bit pncey for
most students - but at £199, Final Cut
Express HO will let you capture and edit
DV or HDV video. add dynamic titles and
graphics, and score your movie using
Soundtrack 1.5-....,. ...

ShuttleXpress
(Contour DesIgn)
If you want to make
video editing fly by, get
yourself a Contour Design
ShuttleXpress (£39.95). You
use the nng controls for
moving through the timeline
and the buttons for shortcuts.
Siren Technology. 0161 796 5279

Photoshop Elements 4
(Adobe)
Cheaper than
Photoshop (£57.n),
yet with most of the
features you'll need
for touching up and
improving photos,
Photoshop Elements
is a great budget­
friendly purchase and
a nICe way to learn
Photoshop's basics.
-........"...,...

Aperture 1.5
(Apple)
Aperture is the
premier all-in­
one production
tool for digital
photographers.
It has an
advanced RAW
workflow. professional project
management, compare and
select tools. nondestructive
processmg. versatile pnntmg and
publishing, and costs £138.65 for stud nts.-.-...,...

Elemental

Ch rt n
Pholo hop but

.......... ' with mOSI of

the pow r

ng

Internet SlNVY

Th maJ b
d 19n 1001. 11
In on bo

---- _..._-

Adob CS3W b S
- Stud nt Edition
(Adobe)
Dreamweaver, Flash,
and Fireworks are
tools familiar to every
web and multimedia
designer. You can get
them all for £154.99.--.-...,...

BBEdit 8.6
(Bare Bones)
If you plan on being a
handcoder or doing any

coding work. BBEdit is the tool of choice and
the educational version is 549 (less than (25)
_.-...0.

-- --

.---------.- .. ~ I I For
coding by hand.
you n'l I

BBEdrl

;.-.--

MAMP 1.6
(Open source)
MAMP makes it possible for you to install
and run MySQl and PHP on your Mac with
Just a drag and drop operation, letting you
run, configure and test your web sites on
your Mac.

Tran mit 3.5
(Panic Software)
It's easy to
use, cheap
(529.95/£15),
supports more
server types
than built-in FTP
programs and can _. _. -. --'

synchronise or
mirror folders so that your
site gets updated With all
the latest files.

-~

Creative Suite 3
(Adobe)
It's a fact of life

that you'll probably
use all or part of
Adobe Creative SUite
wherever you work.
Starting at £133 for
Photoshop Extended
to £240 for Design
Premium,learn now

to get the job you
want later........,...

Graphire4 Studio A6
Tablet & Pen
(Wacom)
Designers are often sceptical about them
at first, but invariably end up swe ring

by a graphics tablet. A6 sized tablets are
reasonably priced (£63.80 at Amazon) to
make your life easier.
Computers Unlimited, 020 8358 5858

QuarkXPress PaSSport 7
(Education edition)
(Quark)
Still the industry standard page layout
program. QuarkXPress' education edition
is only £90, and Quark lets students use
education licenses for commerCIal work.

'-'/~III'"
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University challenge

Ir
Solo
(M-AudiO)
The FireWire Solo IS a hlgh'quality Interface
to record gUitars, vocals and more on
your Mac. It h3S a 1/4in gUitar, <In LR
microphone, 3nd dual line Inputs for
effects. drum machines and more.
Studioground, 0870 3604600

a USBm'
k rd
(M-AudiO)
The M-AudiO Keystation 4ge IS a 49-note
keyboard that plugs straight Into your Mac.
You can control software syntheslsers,
external sound devices, 3nd more with
its assignable slider 3nd pitch bend and
modulation wheels

Studloground, 0870 3604600

Logic 7.2
(Apple)
logic Express (£129.25) IS
Apple's fe3ture-p eked software
for music composition and
production. It has profession31-quality 3udio
3nd MIDI tools plus 3 core collection of
software Instruments and effects.

-.~

y
(Keyspan)
You and your classmates
are gOing to be
PowerPolnting with the
best of them, so ma e
sure you're ahead of

the others
with this
combined

Wireless
remote control

and laser
pointer (£22.95),

Expansys, 0161
8680868

NO\raMind ExJ)~)S

( ovaMlnd)
Bf3lnstormlng 3nd ment31 maps 3re some of
the best cre3tlVe tools for solVing business
problems and ovaMlnd (£25.67) is one of
the best applications for mind m3pplng.
_......ta

Arts & humanities students

End 0 Xl
(Thomson ResearchSoft)
Managing blbliogr3phles In your essays and
theses cOIn be hard, so why not try EndNote
(£135), which autom3tes the whole process.
connecting to online dat3bases where
necessary.
_'-'-cul

p $cri
(NCH SWift Sound)
Ifyou need to tf3nscnbe
lectures, interviews or
other speeches,
Express Scribe is
a full-fe3tured
and free piece
of tr3nscflption
softw3re th3t
makes it easy to
control playback
or recordings.
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University challenge

Don't leave home without...

Skype phone
Cvtv~rnl,nnIA

(VoIPvoICe)
~ money on those calls to your gap-yt!ar
friends using Skype (_ _), the free

Internet phone service. To get the best call
quality, you'll need a decent handset like
the Cyberphone W for Mac.
.....0

Cheap talk U hands to
9 t· 'no t from Sky's
Internet phon seCVlce

Dictator Turn your
IPod Into a voIce
record r w, h he
ITal Pro

o.t up wake up
to an alarm, radio
or .Pod musIC With
the .Home lIiS

Cri•• rnanegement

An lema hard dnve
can prevent dISaster if

hlng owrong

(SDllnc)
M ke sure you don't OIIersleep, with a c1ock­
radiO that also doubles as a set of ,Pod
speakers The iHome IH8 also charges your
lPod, and costs £72.99

-~
Cancom, 01483 500 500

3
(Freecom)
The last thing you want is your work, musIC
or photos to vanish In a puff of smoke, Mac's
are free of viruses and rarely go wrong - but
if you do have a problem or you save over
your dissertation, you'll wish you had a
backup. Be sure to create backups of all your
work With a large, reliable hard drive like
thiS £80 one from Freecom._-"-.et.

Swot up Get free
cou e material
through the ITunes
Store

Listen in Good

sound Quality
n edn't cost the
earth thanks to
S nnhe,s r

Earphones

(Sennhelser)
Don't get a reputation for being the nOIsy
one in your halls of reSidence; get some
headphones. A set of noise-isolating
Sennhelser PMX lOOs should help keep out
the nOise of any less considerate neighbours
and are a snIp at £17.45.
_ .et.

--~---------_..

Sign up to iTunes U
-~===~::::::::~
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